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CITY OF SWAN — LORD STREET — UPGRADE 
Grievance 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.11 am]: My grievance today is with the Minister for Transport about the 
current state of Lord Street in my electorate of West Swan. I will quickly go through the history of this issue and 
raise the importance of the need to urgently upgrade Lord Street. In early 2012, the alignment of the Perth–
Darwin highway was changed under the metropolitan region scheme to the Tonkin Highway alignment, which 
we now know as the NorthLink WA project. As a result, great uncertainty remained around the future of 
Lord Street. I want to make this clear: the state government changed the alignment of the Perth–Darwin highway 
away from Lord Street to the Tonkin Highway extension. It must be remembered that that reservation was there 
from 1994. That changed alignment immediately created questions around the future of Lord Street. The City of 
Swan’s understanding was that the future of Lord Street would be dealt with in the conversations about the 
NorthLink project. Lord Street remains a single carriageway for most parts. It services thousands of cars a day, 
and I will go through that detail in a minute. It is creating major congestion for the people of Ellenbrook and for 
those also living in Brabham, Dayton and Bennett Springs. It is creating major congestion and major safety 
issues and we urgently need to upgrade that road. 

I want to go through this issue in more detail. I have been raising this issue for years. In 2010 it became very 
clear that the massive growth happening in that corridor meant that Lord Street was no longer fit for purpose. 
Members should remember that this is basically a rural road that is now coping with very significant residential 
and commercial traffic. To put it into context, in 2011 there were 457 people living in the urban growth corridor 
of Brabham, Dayton and Caversham. Today the City of Swan estimates that since 2011 that number has grown 
to over 6 000. The figures are quite staggering for Ellenbrook too. In 2011, there were 26 900 people and today 
there are over 36 000. We have seen massive growth in this area in a very short time frame and the streets are not 
able to accommodate that massive growth. The situation with Lord Street is probably the worst in our electorate. 

As I said, in 2010 I called on the government to improve Lord Street. I lobbied the government in 2011 to 
improve Lord Street and again in 2013, particularly when the new Perth–Darwin highway alignment was 
created. At that time there were two factors to consider: the transport plan for the area now that the government 
was moving a major highway away from that area, and the future for its landowners. That area has been an MRS 
reservation for the Perth–Darwin highway for a very long time. Back then its landowners had had no idea what 
their future would be and they still have no idea. These landowners are sitting there with great uncertainty and an 
MRS reservation that is obviously no longer required for the Perth–Darwin highway. We asked for clarification: 
what is the future for that area and its landowners and what is the future for Lord Street? I acknowledge that 
Lord Street is a City of Swan road, but there is no doubt that there is an obligation on the state to fund upgrading 
work on that road. 

Early this year I said there was a need to urgently upgrade Lord Street. I have written to previous ministers and 
to the current Minister for Transport about funding for Lord Street and about certainty for that area. I have also 
raised this matter in Parliament on dozens of occasions. Lord Street is massively congested and it is causing a 
massive safety issue. As I said, the area has completely changed and that road is no longer fit for purpose. This 
government is not really acknowledging the massive growth happening in our suburbs or putting in infrastructure 
in a timely manner. This situation particularly impacts upon the residents of Henley Brook where cars use the 
rural roads and backstreets as rat runs, causing significant problems. Members must remember that many people 
with horses walk through those areas where we are now getting major traffic, which causes enormous safety 
issues for those people. Henley Brook residents have been significantly affected by this situation. It is an issue 
that everyone believes must be addressed. The City of Swan wrote to the minister in July asking for funding for 
this upgrade. I implore the minister to give this matter urgent attention. The minister has said that because of the 
construction downturn that some road projects are coming in at a lower cost than budgeted, and I understand that 
that may be the case for the three overpasses on Tonkin Highway. That area is part of the NorthLink project, so 
some of those savings need to be immediately ploughed into this important road. It is a major connector road and 
a key road for Ellenbrook, Aveley, Brabham and Dayton residents. 

We cannot let these small rural roads try to accommodate the thousands of cars using them daily. We need a 
plan, we need some funding commitment and we need it urgently. People cannot continue to face these 
significant time-delay issues. This area already faces public transport issues with no train line into the area, and it 
has been put to me that the time needed to access the Bassendean train station from Ellenbrook is now becoming 
problematic because of the congestion on Lord Street. I ask the minister to urgently fund a major upgrade of this 
road to four lanes. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.18 am]: I thank the member for her 
grievance. As the member is aware, and she did mention it, Lord Street is a local road under the care and 
management of the City of Swan. Previous planning for the Perth–Darwin highway and the Swan Valley bypass 
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involved an alignment of the new highway adjacent to Lord Street. The final alignment chosen for the new 
highway, now called NorthLink WA, is located further to the west and is an extension of the existing 
Tonkin Highway alignment and runs to the west of Whiteman Park. This will run all the way up the side of 
Ellenbrook and construction on it will start next year. The Mayor of the City of Swan who is responsible for 
Lord Street recently wrote to me advising that it is recognised that the alignment change was advantageous and 
provides a more efficient transport route. Although the city supports the change in alignment, it creates a need to 
construct a new dual-carriageway road on the old alignment to service the growth in the area.  

In order to progress a good future upgrade of Lord Street, staff from the City of Swan have been working with 
their counterparts from Main Roads and the Department of Transport to develop options. Although no funding is 
allocated to the City of Swan for an upgrade of Lord Street in the current financial year, the strategic importance 
of the Lord Street corridor is recognised. The Department of Transport is undertaking a review of transport 
requirements along the corridor and the results are expected to be available in the coming weeks. The outcome of 
this review will assist government in the process of considering funding priorities as part of future budget 
processes, and the information gathered will assist in the development of that future budget. I might add that this 
government has worked closely with the City of Swan since coming to office. Largely, we have been helping the 
council to catch up after years of transport in infrastructure neglect under the previous Labor government. 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan! 

Mr D.C. NALDER: The member for Swan Hills has been a great local advocate and secured a range of vital 
upgrades on local roads in his community. Last year, through the efforts of the member of Swan Hills — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I just want to tell you now, member for Collie–Preston and member for Armadale, if 
everybody bellows out all the time, we get nowhere. I want you to address the grievance, thank you. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: I am, Mr Speaker, and I am responding exactly the same way — 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Armadale, I call you to order for the first time. 

Dr A.D. Buti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Do you want me to call you for the second time? 

Ms R. Saffioti: Your office is political; you don’t address the community concerns. 

The SPEAKER: Just let the minister continue now. 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for West Swan, I call you to order for the first time. 

Ms R. Saffioti interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I call you to order for the second time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: We are getting on with building a new freeway past the edge of Ellenbrook. It is the 
realignment of what was going to go beside Lord Street. 

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Collie–Preston, I call you to order for the first time. 

Mr D.C. NALDER: We get told that we are politicising the argument, when we are just spelling out a few facts. 
We are getting on with it and constructing the roads. Because of the great efforts of the member for Swan Hills, 
we have seen the upgrade of $8 million to the Lord Street intersection and the input around dualing 
Gnangara Road. These things did not happen under the previous Labor government. They are the things that the 
member for Swan Hills drives. If the opposition wants to make it political, this government stands by its record 
of investment in the local roads in the north eastern corridor. I acknowledge that this is a growing urban area and 
that is why we have been busy delivering and planning for the future. I reiterate: we are getting on with 
constructing a new freeway that will connect the people of Ellenbrook and surrounding suburbs to the airport and 
the CBD. These are things that this Liberal–National government are actually doing. We are not just talking 
about it; we are making it happen. 
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